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Tools You Can Use
How the NCCCO Foundation Directories can help 

you navigate compliance and adopt best practices
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The NCCCO Foundation
• 501(c)3 Charitable Organization formed by the National 

Commission for the Certification of Crane Operators in 2018

• Mission: To promote industry safety by:
• educating and advocating for personnel safety and certification, 
• performing research to improve standards and certification 

protocols, 
• making certification possible for more individuals by providing 

scholarships for training and certification programs.



S
IX

T
H

A
N

N
U

A
L



S
IX

T
H

A
N

N
U

A
L

Research Studies

Free download at: 
ncccofoundation.org
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Two Online Directories
• Who’s Accredited? Directory

• Most Similar Certifications Directory

• What do they have in common?
• OSHA Crane Operator Certification Requirements
• 1926.1427(c)(2) Certification. When an operator is not required to be licensed under 

paragraph (c)(1) of this section, the operator must be certified in accordance with 
paragraph (d) or (e) of this section.

• 1926.1427(d)(1) For a certification to satisfy the requirements of this section, the crane 
operator testing organization providing the certification must [1926.1427(d)(1)(i)] be 
accredited by a nationally recognized accrediting agency based on that agency's 
determination that industry-recognized criteria for written testing materials, practical 
examinations, test administration, grading, facilities/equipment, and personnel have 
been met.
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The Who’s Accredited? Directory
• OSHA’s Final Rule on crane operator qualifications requires 

crane operators to be certified [29 CFR 1926.1427(c)(2)].

• Certification must be from an “accredited . . . .”

• Rationale for the Directory:
• Industry uncertainty regarding status of Certification Body status
• Need for independent, reliable and accurate information
• Clarification as to the certification programs accredited
• “One-Stop Shop” for latest information, from original sources, 

regularly updated

• New feature: Summary of updates
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• Accredited by ANSI National 
Accreditation Board

• NCCCO – National Commission for the 
Certification of Crane Operators

• NCCER – National Center for Construction 
Education and Research

• EICA – Electrical Industry Certifications 
Association

• Accredited by NCCA
• OECP – Operating Engineers Certification Program

• Verify at the source:
• For ANSI: https://anab.ansi.org/credentialing/
• For NCCA: 

https://ice.learningbuilder.com/Public/MemberS
earch/ProgramVerification

Who’s Accredited to Certify?
ncccofoundation.org/whos-accredited

https://anab.ansi.org/credentialing/
https://ice.learningbuilder.com/Public/MemberSearch/ProgramVerification
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ncccofoundation.org

Education

Who’s Accredited
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The Most Similar Certifications Directory
• OSHA’s Final Rule on crane operator qualifications requires crane 

operators to be certified [29 CFR 1926.1427(c)(2)].

• However, where no accredited certification exists OSHA states 
that “an operator will be deemed to have complied with the 
certification requirements of this section if the operator has been 
certified for the type that is most similar to that equipment.

• BUT, how are those “most similar” determinations to be made, 
and by whom?

• OSHA “does not believe it is in the best position” to make these 
determinations.
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CTAG
CRANE TYPE ADVISORY GROUP

cranetype@ncccofoundation.org

Most Similar Certifications Directory

mailto:cranetype@ncccofoundation.org
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CTAG: A Brief History
• Formed May 2017 by the National Commission for the Certification of Crane 

Operators

• Activities transferred to the NCCCO Foundation Fall 2019

• 15 Crane Industry Experts
• 500+ collective hours of crane experience
• All major crane types
• Broad range of industries

• Met 12+ times 

• Made 30 “Most Similar” Determinations

• Most Similar Certifications Directory unveiled August 2020
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Mission
To provide authoritative advice and direction to employers and crane 
operators as to the appropriate certification for operators of 
different types of cranes 

Vision
To ensure that no type of crane is left undocumented as to the 
appropriate certification required by the operator of that type of 
crane 

Crane Type Advisory Group (CTAG)
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Fred Simmons Chris Smith Dick Thompson Chris Treml Stephanie Wood Thom Sicklesteel ex officio

Pat Cran Tony Dotto Dave Foster  Brian Haight  Jim Jacobs  Pete Laux

CRANE TYPE 
ADVISORY 
GROUP (CTAG)

Dave Ritchie, Chair

Ron Overton Derek Sather
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Need for Most Similar Determinations
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The Most Similar Certifications Directory
ncccofoundation.org/most-similar

Part 1: Type of Equipment — determinations made for cranes 
for which no known accredited certification exists.

Part 2: Type of Installation — determinations made for cranes 
for which an accredited certification does exist, but whose 
installation, application or the use to which they are being put 
may call the type of certification into question.

Part 3: By Specific Model/Brand — determinations made 
regarding a specific brand and/or model of lifting equipment 
with unique characteristics for which the appropriate 
certification is unclear. The determinations may also apply to 
similar equipment made by other manufacturers.



S
IX

T
H

A
N

N
U

A
L

The MSC Directory – Example 1: By Crane Type
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The MSC Directory – Example 2: Type of Installation
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The Most Similar Certifications Directory
ncccofoundation.org/directory-
of-most-similar-certifications

ncccofoundation.org/who-is-the-
crane-type-advisory-group
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ncccofoundation.org

Regulatory

Most Similar Directory
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CTAG
CRANE TYPE ADVISORY GROUP

cranetype@ncccofoundation.org

The Most Similar Certifications Directory

mailto:cranetype@ncccofoundation.org
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Tools You Can Use
How the NCCCO Foundation Directories can help 

you navigate compliance and adopt best practices

THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION!
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